
Principals Notes 25th of August 2026 

Welcome to Week 7, Term 3 of our 2026 School 
Year. 

Book Week: 
Tomorrow, we will be celebrating Book Week with a 
special function in the library. It is always fantastic to 
see the creativity and imagination students bring to 
their costumes and the wonderful themes they 
choose. 
 
Of course, I will be wearing my signature uniform! 
A big thank you to Mrs Knight for helping to organise 
this event. Parents and carers are warmly invited to 
join us for the Book Week Parade and capture some 
special memories of the occasion. 
 
We look forward to a fun celebration of books, reading 

and imagination. 

PBL Focus: “Follow Teachers’ Instructions” 

One of the most positive qualities of Bell K–10 School 

is that students who wish to pursue academic 

success have every opportunity to do so. If they want 

to excel, they have the support and resources to 

achieve their goals. 

Sometimes, however, students arrive at our school 

after experiencing a range of educational settings, 

often with little consistency in expectations and 

routines. As a result, some students may not yet fully 

understand the importance of classroom etiquette and 

established expectations. 

A key part of this is recognising that the teacher is 

responsible for leading the classroom and that 

reasonable teacher instructions are to be followed. 

Students may not always agree with every rule or 

procedure, but these systems are in place to allow 

teachers to teach, students to learn, and everyone to 

have the best possible opportunity for success. 

We are fortunate to have quiet, well-structured and 

organised classrooms led by dedicated teachers. 

These environments encourage engagement and 

support students throughout their learning journey. 

The discipline and positive behaviour demonstrated 

by our students result from a strong partnership 

between families, home life, the school environment 

and the expectations of our broader community. Our 

school is very much a reflection of our community, 

and we are proud of the positive culture we continue 

to build together. 

School Supervisor's Visit: 
As part of our school designation, Mr Marcus Jones, 
School Supervisor, will be visiting our school again 
tomorrow. 
 
During this visit, we will be examining some of our 
processes around Paired Reading, particularly within 
the Junior Secondary years. 
Unfortunately, Junior Secondary results in terms of 
Levels of Achievement, or A–E data, across Australia 

are not currently where we, as an educational system, 
would like them to be. We are continuing to examine 
our practices and identify ways to support improved 
student learning and academic outcomes. 
 
Student Information and Absences: 
Could I please ask all parents and carers to ensure 
that students are signed in and signed out through the 
school office when arriving late or leaving early? 
 
This is important to ensure students are officially 
recorded as being on or off school grounds, 
particularly in the event of an emergency. 
 
Please also remember to notify the office of any 

absence involving your child or young person. 

Accurate attendance records are important and help 

us ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students. 

Disruptions: 
Disruptions are a part of any environment; however, 
we certainly want to avoid those that are unnecessary 
and preventable. 
 
As we all know, a neighbour who leaves a gate open 
and allows their cattle to wander onto your crop can 
create quite a problem, especially when you are 
already busy trying to get things done! 
 
Classroom disruptions can have a similar effect. They 
interrupt teachers, distract students and make it more 
difficult for everyone to work to their full potential. 
 
By following instructions, respecting others and 

staying focused, students can help maintain the 

positive learning environments we work hard to 

create. 

Library and Library Books: 
Reading is one of the fundamental building blocks 
upon which education is based. Without strong 
reading skills, many everyday tasks can become 
challenging in today's busy world. 
 
Our library is a busy yet calm environment where 
students can engage in a range of educational 
activities and, importantly, develop a love of reading. 
As with all organised systems, there are procedures 
around borrowing and returning books. As many 
parents will know, the last place you look is often 
where you eventually find that missing book, perhaps 
under a bed, behind a couch or somewhere else 
entirely unexpected! 
 
Could I please ask parents and carers to make a 
special effort to check school bags and around the 
home for overdue library books? Students can also 
speak with their teachers if they are unsure whether 
they have any books outstanding. 
 
Your assistance will help reduce frustration and 

ensure books are available for all students to enjoy. 

Let's keep working together to ensure our students 

are at school, on time and ready to learn each day. 

Kind Regards, 

Rob Nowlan   
Principal 
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Arabella Kindy/Prep Class: Active Learner Award: For creating a wonderful retell of our 
excursion to the see Room on a Broom.  
 
Ethan 4/5 Class: Respectful Learner Award: For showing kindness and leadership during 
English by helping his peers understand our class text, read questions and explain ideas 
more clearly.  
 
Taliah 6 Class: Active Learner Award: For exceptional achievement in our Fractions test!   
 
Tomas 7/8 Class: Active Learner Award: For creating a well-structured analytical paragraph 
in English, using clear evidence and thoughtful explanations. 
 
Riley 9/10 Class: Active Learner Award: For recognition creating a well-structured thesis in 
English that clearly communicates her ideas. 
 



 
Our students have been busy exploring the water cycle through a hands-on science 

investigation. Using warm water and a water cycle diagram drawn on a sandwich bag, students 

were able to observe evaporation, condensation, precipitation and collection happening 

before their eyes. Throughout the investigation, students carefully followed fair-testing and 

safety procedures, making observations and discussing how water moves through its 

continuous cycle. It was a fantastic way to bring our science learning to life! 

We would like to say a big thank you to all the volunteers who took time out of their busy lives to 
come and lend a hand at our annual Bell Bunya Trail Bike Ride. It was a huge success, and 
without our volunteers, we would not be able to put on events like this.  
 
Below are some photos capturing some of the excitement from the weekend. 



 
Book Week has started with plenty of fun and excitement across the school, thanks to an 
unexpectedly popular "Where's Wally?" hunt! 
 
Students from both the Primary and Secondary sectors enthusiastically joined in the challenge, 
searching high and low to spot Wally in some unexpected places. It has been wonderful to see 
such strong participation from everyone, with many Secondary students helping and encouraging 
younger Primary students as they took part in the hunt. 
 
Due to its overwhelming popularity, we're excited to announce that a brand-new hunt will be 
ready to go tomorrow, Wednesday 26 August. Make sure you keep your eyes peeled and get 
involved! 
 
Don't forget that our Book Week Costume Parade will be held in the Library from 9:00am on 
Wednesday morning. We can't wait to see the incredible creativity on display, with lots of 
colourful costumes and favourite book characters coming to life. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already taken part and helped make Book Week such a great 

success. We look forward to another fun-filled day of reading, imagination and celebration 

tomorrow! 





 
P&C Meeting  - To be advised 
 
Swim Club Meeting - To be advised 
 
Drum Muster - To be advised 
 
Bike Ride - In Recess 

 
Uniform Convenor 

 
Amy Brooks - Please contact Amy on 46792333 

during school hours or by email 
abroo271@eq.edu.au for uniform enquiries or 

orders. 
 

 
Containers for Change 
Funds raised go towards  

Bell State School Student Council  
 

Container Recycling Number C10008756 

If you are unable to get them to a Recycling 
Centre, please bring any bottles or cans into 
the school and we will take care of them. Any 

amount will be greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 
 
Book Club  
 
Issue 6 is due back Wednesday 2nd September. 

Thank you for your support. 
 
Book Club Organiser 
Mrs McGuire 




